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TAGS: PFOR, AF, US, OVIP (NAIM, MOHAMMAD) 

SUBJECT: MOHAMMAD NAIM'S VISIT TO WASHINGTON 

1 . AT THE FIRST AVAILABLE OPPORTUNITY, YOU SHOULD PASS ON 
ORALLY THE FOLLOWING REPORT FROM ME TO THE SHAH AND BHUTTO 
REGARDING MOHAMMAD NAIM'S RECENT CALLS ON THE PRESIDENT AND 
ME IN WASHINGTON. 

QUOTE. A. WE DECIDED SOME MONTHS AGO TO INVITE NAIM TO 
WASHINGTON TO DEMONSTRATE OVERTLY OUR CONTINUED INTEREST IN 
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AFGHANISTAN'S INDEPENDENCE AND TO GIVE RECOGNITION TO THE 
ROLE IT COULD PLAY IN PROMOTING REGIONAL STABILITY. 

B. NAIM CALLED ON ME ON JUNE 30 FOR AN HOUR AND VISITED WITH 
THE PRESIDENT FOR A BRIEFER PERIOD THE FOLLOWING DAY. NAIM 
COVERED THE SAME GROUND WITH THE PRESIDENT THAT HE HAD WITH 
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ME. 

C. AT THE VERY OUTSET OF HIS MEETING WITH ME NAIM VOLUN- 
TEERED THAT HE BELIEVED THAT IT IS GETTING EASIER TO COMMU- 
NICATE BETWEEN PAKISTAN AND AFGHANISTAN. HE NOTED THAT 
DAOUD HAD DECIDED TO TAKE A STEP TOWARD IMPROVING RELATIONS 
BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES BY INVITING PRIME MINISTER BHUTTO 
TO KABUL. NAIM SUGGESTED THAT THE TWO COUNTRIES HAD ENTERED 
A NEW PERIOD IN WHICH PROBLEMS COULD BE DISCUSSED. A 
FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE HAD BEEN CREATED. THE AFGHANS HOPE 

THAT A FUTURE MEETING WILL PROVIDE AN OPPORTUNITY TO DEAL 
WITH EVERY PROBLEM AND TO ELIMINATE THE LONG-STANDING MIS- 
UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN ISLAMABAD AND KABUL. AFGHANISTAN 
CONSIDERED GOOD RELATIONS WITH PAKISTAN TO BE VERY 
IMPORTANT. ON THE OTHER SIDE, NAIM CONTINUED, AFGHANISTAN 
IS SEEKING TO DEVELOP FRIENDLY AND COOPERATIVE RELATIONS 
WITH IRAN. ALL THIS, HE SAID, WILL HELP TO CREATE STABILITY 
IN THE REGION. 

D. I COMMENTED THAT THE INVITATION TO PRIME MINISTER BHUTTO 
WAS A COURAGEOUS MOVE AND USEFUL FOR PEACE IN THE AREA. 

FROM REPORTS WE HAVE HAD, WE THOUGHT THE RESULTS OF THE 
MEETING WERE VERY GOOD. 

E. NAIM RETURNED TO THE REGIONAL SECURITY THEME SEVERAL 
MORE TIMES STRESSING THAT THE SECURITY OF PAKISTAN, IRAN 
AND AFGHANISTAN IS INTERLINKED AND THAT DEVELOPMENTS IN 
AFGHANISTAN WOULD AFFECT ITS NEIGHBORS, REGIONAL STABILITY 
AND U.S. INTERESTS. 

2. IT WAS CLEAR TO ME THAT NAIM WAS UNEASY REGARDING 
SOVIET INTENTIONS TOWARD AFGHANISTAN, MORE FROM THE 
INTERNAL SUBVERSION SIDE RATHER THAN OVERT ACTIONS BY THE 
SOVIETS. SINCE HE EXPRESSED AN INTEREST IN A MORE VISIBLE 
U.S. PRESENCE IN TERMS OF ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE, I PROMISED 
TO LOOK INTO WAYS IN WHICH THIS COULD BE DONE. WHILE OUR 
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CURRENT DEVELOPMENTAL ASSISTANCE IS NOT LARGE IN TERMS 
OF DOLLARS, OUR PROGRAM IS ONE OF THE LARGEST IN THE WORLD 
IN TERMS OF AMERICAN AID PERSONNEL ASSIGNED TO A SINGLE 
COUNTRY. 

3. 1 KNOW THAT EXISTING DIFFERENCES BETWEEN ISLAMABAD AND 
KABUL ARE DEEP-SEATED AND FAR FROM EASY TO RESOLVE. WE 
HAVE ALWAYS FELT THAT THE PARTIES DIRECTLY CONCERNED WERE 
IN THE BEST POSITION TO DECIDE WHEN THE TIMING WAS RIGHT 
TO ATTEMPT TO IMPROVE AND NORMALIZE RELATIONS. I WANT TO 
ASSURE BOTH THE SHAH AND PRIME MINISTER BHUTTO THAT WE 
GREATLY APPRECIATE WHAT EACH IS DOING IN HIS OWN WAY TO 
PROMOTE IMPROVED RELATIONS WITH AFGHANISTAN TO ENHANCE 
REGIONAL STABILITY. OUR EFFORTS ARE MARGINAL COMPARED TO 
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THEIRS BUT WE HOPE TO ASSIST IN WHATEVER WAY WE CAN TO 
ENCOURAGE THE PROCESS OF RECONCILIATION. 

4. ONE OTHER THOUGHT THAT OCCURRED TO ME WAS THAT WE COULD 
DEMONSTRATE OUR CONTINUED INTEREST IN AFGHANISTAN BY 
SENDING MORE SENIOR AMERICANS THERE. IN THIS CONNECTION, 

I AM THINKING OF STOPPING IN AFGHANISTAN FOR A DAY, IF MY 
SCHEDULE PERMITS, IN CONNECTION WITH MY VISIT TO TEHRAN 

IN EARLY AUGUST. 

5. MY WARMEST PERSONAL REGARDS TO BOTH THE SHAH AND PRIME 
MINISTER BHUTTO. UNQUOTE. ROBINSON UNQUOTE ROBINSON 

SECRET 
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